EXHIBIT B 



PATENT 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Serial No.: 10/686,104 

Filed: October 15, 2003 

Art Unit: 3765 

Examiner: Robert H. Muromoto, Jr. 

Applicant: Gary L. Ileiman 

Title: WOVEN TERRY FABRIC WITH NON-MOISTURE-TRANSPORTING 

SYNTHETIC FILAMENT YARNS 
Conf. No.: 6782 
Attorney Ref.: STAN -28 



DECLARATION OF GERALD RODRIGUEZ 
PURSUANT TO 37 C.F.R. ' 1.132 

I, Gerald Rodriguez, of 909 Hidden Ridge, Suite 600, Irving, TX 75038, make this 

declaration in support of the above-captioned application and declare as follows: 

1 . I am an employee of LQ Management LLC ("La Quinta"), a corporation of 
the State of Texas. I have worked for La Quinta for the past 25 years, having spent the last 5 
years as Vice President, Purchasing. One of my primary personal responsibilities for the last 5 
years has been overseeing the purchasing of La Quinta' s textile products, including, for example, 
towels and linens for the La Quinta Inns and Suites. 

2. I am not being compensated for this Declaration. 

3 . La Quinta has been a customer of Standard Textile Co., Inc., ("'Standard 
Textile"), a corporation of the State of Alabama and assignee of the present invention, since 
April of 2005. I have been overseeing the purchasing of textile products from Standard Textile 



1 



for La Quinta for the duration of this time. I also oversee the purchasing of textile products for 
La Quinta from other textile manufacturers. 

4. I am familiar with Standard Textile's woven terry fabric products 
marketed under the trademark "Gentium" (herein referred to as "the Gentium Products") 1 . Such 
Centium Products include polyester fill yarns, cotton (or cottonpoly blend) warp yarns, and 
cotton pile loops woven together in a three-pick terry weave. I understand that the claims of the 
Heiman application set out in the caption above are directed to a woven terry fabric comprising a 
warp and/or fill yarn consisting essentially of non-moisture-transporting synthetic filament and 
being devoid of moisture transporting fiber and pile loops woven together with the warp and fill 
yarns in a three-pick terry weave, which covers the Centium Products construction. 

5. From July 2006 to the end of December 2006, La Quinta has purchased 
over 273,000 units of Centium Products, which include the fill yarn consisting essentially of non- 
moisture-transporting synthetic filament and being devoid of moisture transporting fiber, and 
three-pick terry weave, with purchasing costs for the Centium Products totaling about $365K (or 
about $61 ,000 per month). 

6. Prior to purchasing Centium Products, i.e., since April 2005, and through 
to the end of December 2006, La Quinta has purchased from Standard Textile over 747,000 units 
of woven terry fabric products which did not include warp and/or fill yarns consisting essentially 
of non-moisture-transporting synthetic filament and being devoid of moisture transporting fiber 
(herein referred to as "non-Centium Products"), with purchasing costs for the non-Centium 
Products totaling about $1 .2 million ($57,000/month). Specifically, for the partial 2005 calendar 



1 Centium Products, for purposes herein, include woven terry towels, such as bath towels, hand towels, and 
washcloths. 
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year, the units of non-Centium Products that were purchased included 415,631 units (46,181 
units/month) whereas the units purchased in the entirety of 2006 included 332,280 units (27,690 
units/month), which represents a decrease in units of about 40%. 

7. In making a decision to reduce the total number of units of the non- 
Centium Products in 2006 and to begin purchasing the Centium Products, La Quinta recognized 
that the Centium Products provided a better construction over comparable non-Centium 
Products. For example, the Centium Products provide increased fluffiness and satisfactory 
durability, which allows La Quinta to purchase a lower weight and less expensive towel (as 
compared to the comparable non-Centium Products) without sacrificing comfort or quality. As 
such, due to the construction of the Centium Products, which we understand is attributed to the 
fill yarns consisting essentially of non-moisture-transporting synthetic filament and being devoid 
of moisture transporting fiber and the three-pick terry weave. La Quinta has managed to reduce 
overall expenses, yet, maintain guest satisfaction at its hotel properties by using the Centium 
Products. 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true 
and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that 
these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made 
are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1 001 of Title 1 8 of the United 
States Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the above- 
referenced patent application as originally filed and/or any patents to be issued and/or granted 
thereon. 



